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&lt;p&gt; &lt;/p&at; &lt;p&gt;Having previously and unsuccessfully featured as a r

ight back, Van Dijk was shifted into a central defensive position in 2008,a671,é age

d 17, after he grew in height by around 18 centimetres.[24][25] Despite the posi

tional shift and Van Dijk&#39;s physical growth,a6"1,& Willem [1&#39;s reserve manag
er at the time Edwin Hermans believed he had &quot;too many limitations&quot; wh
ich prevented him from breakingad™i, e into the first team.[25] The club therefore di

d not want to offer him a contract.[27] He left for FC Groningenadi,é at the age of

19 in 2010, on a free transfer, after being scouted by former Dutch internation

al Martin Koeman,a6'7,e who was working for FC Groningen at the time.[24][25]&It;/p&

gctl’t;p&gt;On 21 June 2013, Van Dijk signed with Celtic for a feea6"i e of around &#16
3;2.6 million, on a four-year deal including a 10% selling-on fee for Groningen.

[42] He made his debut ona6™i,e 17 August, replacing Efe Ambrose for the final 13 mi
nutes of a 2a4Ai0 Scottish Premiership win over Aberdeen at Pittodriedd7,& Stadium.[43
] A week later, he made his first start, in a 24Ai2 draw with Inverness Caledonian
Thistle at Celtic Park.[44]a6"1,e On 9 November, Van Dijk scored his first Celtic g

oals, heading one in each half of a 44Ai1 win againstad i @ Ross County.[45] After a s
olo run, he scored the only goal of a victory over St Johnstone on 26 December.|
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