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&lt;p&gt; &lt;/p&gt; &lt;p&gt;Arguably Ronaldo&#39;s most memorable Barcelona goal

was scored at SD Compostela on 11 October 1996; having received the ball inside
&#127824; his own half, he evaded a cynical tackle of the first opponent with a

drag back, before running away from&#127824; another and ran towards goal, going
past two more defenders in the box with close ball control, before finishing in
to&#127824; the bottom corner of the net.[25] The camera then cut to manager Rob
son who had got up off the bench&#127824; and clasped his head in disbelief at w
hat he had seen.[25] The footage of the goal was later used in&#127824; a Nike a
dvert with a voiceover asking: &quot;Imagine you asked God to be the best player

in the world, and&#127824; he listened to you&quot;,[25] and the goal was said

to have been replayed 160 times on the main Spanish television&#127824; channels
in the 48 hours following the game.[31] Half-way through the season, Barcelona
agreed in principle to extend his contract&#127824; to 2006, doubling his salary

in the process.[31] A hat-trick against Valencia, the third goal of which saw h

im dissect&#127824; two Valencia defenders before striking the ball into the net

, saw Barcelona fans waving white handkerchiefs as an expression of&#127824; adm
iration for an exceptional performance. Sid Lowe of Sports lllustrated states, &
quot;That season Ronaldo was unstoppable. He was slim and&#127824; powerful, ski
lIful, fast and deadly. He was ridiculously good.&quot;[35] At the end of 1996,

aged 20, Ronaldo became the youngest&#127824; player to win FIFA World Player of

the Year.[25]&lt;/p&at;
&lt;p&gt;19974A11999: World record transfer and Ballon d&#39;0r win&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Ineligible to play having signed&#127824; for the club mid season, Rona

|do (standing sixth from left) celebrated the 2007 UEFA Champions League triumph

with his A.C.&#127824; Milan teammates.&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Ronaldo admitted his body had finally succumbed to the crippling litany

of injuries that had blighted his career: &quot;|t&#39;s&#127824; very hard to

leave something that made me so happy. Mentally | wanted to continue but | have
to acknowledge&#127824; that | lost to my body. The head wants to go on but the
body can&#39;t take any more. |&#127824; think of an action but | can&#39;t do |

t the way | want to. I1t&#39;s time to go.&quot;[125]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Style of play&#127824; and legacy&lt;/p&gt;



